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mend itself to young people, and these books are
better withdrawn from circulation than kept in
use, for they teach a decadent and confusing
philosophy.

To be acceptable to a young person, a book
should be of the same age level as his other read-
ing, straightforward in style without technical en-
cumbrances, never babyish, condescending, or ob-
viously censored for juvenile use.

From early adolescence, reading is not the meas-
ured and circumscribed affair that it is in early
childhood. As soon as boys and girls begin to
read the newspapers and magazines such as "Life/'
"Time," "Science News Letter," and other peri-
odicals, they are beyond the limits of "age levels."
Interest in the subject matter carries them forward
even when the reading is difficult. Sex education
books, especially, should hold promise of value be-
yond the moment in a contribution which is not ex-
hausted with a first reading, but is something to
return to and find rewarding as the days go on. In
tone, books should be friendly, warm, and entirely
human,

If there is a tendency among writers of sex edu-
cation books for children, it is that they have been
too simple, too lacking in literary merit and human
interest. My objection to the use of pamphlets,